
Small Group Notes w/c July 10th 

God is with us, He brings care and a harvest 

What is care? How to you show care to others?  

How do you know when someone cares for you? 

 
Read Luke 15:3-7  

Where are you in this story? Surely we are among the 99 who are left in open 

country while the shepherd seeks the one who is lost. How does that feel?  

Have you ever noticed that new Christians appear to get more answered 

prayers (more of Gods attention??) than those of us who have been 

Christians for many years?  

Consider any similarity between this and the position of the older brother in 

the Prodigal son parable which starts only 4 verses after the end of the 

parable of the lost sheep in Luke 15? 

 
 
Why does God leave the 99 to find the 1? 
An American evangelical website called Got Questions looks at questions of faith online.  

This is their response to that question.  

 

The people of Jesus’ day understood the relationship between shepherds and sheep, but the 

significance of a shepherd going in search of one lost sheep is sometimes lost on us. It seems strange 

that a shepherd would leave his flock to search for one missing sheep. 

 

We might consider the shepherd leaving the 99 to find the 1 this way:  

A father and his five children are asleep in their home when the smoke detectors go off. The father 

awakens to find his house filled with smoke and the sound of flames and crackling timber coming 

nearer. Panicked, he races to his children’s bedrooms and begins to rouse them. Calling to some and 

carrying others, he stumbles down the stairs and out the front door. He deposits the sleepy children on 

the grass a safe distance away and then turns. Gasping for air, he squints through the smoke to count 

kids: “Tim, Sally, Angel, Jojo—where’s Lilly!” He is missing his youngest, three-year-old Lilly. Four 

children are safe, one is not. What will this father do?  

 

God is a Father. He counts His kids. He rejoices that some are safely in Christ (already converted), 

prepared for eternity and nestled near His heart. But some are missing. Where’s Karen? Where’s 

Abdul? Where’s Jose? The Father sent Jesus on a rescue mission “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 

19:10). God does not abandon the 99. They are already safely in His kingdom, attended by His angels, 

and guided by His Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14; Hebrews 13:5). But His heart aches for those not yet in 

the fold. 

 

So the big questions are…  

Do we care for others as much as God does?  

Does it bother us that people are dying without knowing the reality of God’s love?  

Do we care enough to look for opportunities to tell others about our God?  

 

If we sow the seed some will come to faith ie be 

harvested. 

 

If you want an easy way to bring up the subject tell 

people about the Alpha course we will be starting in 

September.   

 


