
Home Bible Study 

Stepping out in faith – Fixing our eyes on Jesus. 

Hebrews 12: 1-2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please read Matthew 14:22-32. 
 
What a great example of stepping out in faith and fixing our eyes on Jesus. 

There are many things we can take from the story of Jesus walking on water, especially this 
version in Matthew, where Peter steps out in faith. 

Two things I’d like to highlight from that passage: 

1. If you want to walk on water, you’ve got to get out of the boat. 

- Life is a storm, yet Jesus knows about our storms. 
It's amazing how Jesus somehow knew that the disciples were caught in a storm that could 
have very well been the end of their lives. Sometimes when we go through "storms" of our 
own we think that this one might have slipped under Jesus' radar. But if you're going 
through a storm today, Jesus is aware of it. He knows everything that's going on in your 
life and understands. 
 

- Then He Himself calls us, and as we hear His voice, we are filled with … 
 

 What is your immediate reaction to hearing that Jesus is calling you? 
 

 From previous study notes, can you remember what kinds of things Jesus could 
be calling us to? What do you feel He is calling you to? 

 
 We have also looked at what stops us from “getting out of the boat”, taking that 

step of faith. Can you recall any? 
 

 I’d like us to each share what has/is stopping you from getting out of the boat 
when Jesus calls and take a minute to pray for each person. 



 
Peter was not putting Jesus to the test, something we are told not to do. Instead, he was the 
only one in the boat to react in faith. His impulsive request led him to experience a rather 
unusual demonstration of God’s power.  

 
2. Doubt will make you sink. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus. 

 
- We think we can follow Him, though it looks impossible. 

 
Peter started to sink because he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the high waves around 
him. His faith wavered when he realised what he was doing. We may not walk on water, but 
we do walk through tough situations. If we focus on the waves of difficult circumstances around 
us without looking to Jesus for help, we too may despair and sink. To maintain your faith when 
situations are difficult, keep your eyes on Jesus’ power rather than on your inadequacies. 
 
Although we start out with good intentions, sometimes our faith falters. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean we have failed. When Peter’s faith faltered, he reached out to Christ, the 
only one who could help. He was afraid, but he still looked to Christ. When you are 
apprehensive about the troubles around you and doubt Christ’s presence or ability to help, 
you must remember that He is the only one who can really help. 
 
Notice what Jesus said in verse 27 “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid”.  
Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear. The only way to master 
fear is to abide in the one who is master over every circumstance. 
 

 If you were Peter, would you have tried to walk on the water to follow Jesus? 
 Can you share a time when things were difficult but you kept your eyes on Jesus? How 

did you keep your eyes on Jesus? 
 Does God always remove our times of trouble? 
 Why can difficult times be a good thing sometimes? 

 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the examples 
throughout the bible. We are very often like Peter, 
and focus on the storm and life’s troubles instead 
of You. Please help us to keep our eyes on You. 
In Jesus name we pray, AMEN. 
 

 
 
Parts of these notes were taken from:  
- Life application study Bible 
- Biblegateway.com 
- Christianitytoday.com 
      
 


