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Study Notes 24/04/2022!

Step out in Faith by getting rid of hinderance and sin!!
One important thing that has come from our study on stepping out in faith, is that it is not 
just ‘stepping out’ randomly but is more ‘stepping out into God’s will and purpose’ for 
us, individually and as a church family.!!
- Have you felt God speaking to you about His purpose for yourself or the church in 

Hemel?!!
Read Hebrews 12:1-3!!
As we consider “running the race marked out for us”, the author tells us that first we need 
to “throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles”.!!
In my mind I picture a race track with some hurdles that prevent us getting going 
(hindrances) and also some ivy or creeping plant covering the path so that we keep on 
getting caught up in it (sins).!!
- What things can be hinderances to us doing God’s will? !
- Which of these are negative things? !
- Which of these are normally ‘good’ things but they just take our focus off God?!
- Could some things we consider a hinderance actually be God’s way of changing our 

direction?!
- How can we remove these hinderances from preventing us to do God’s will?!!
The word ‘sin’ is definitely not a ‘politically correct’ term in today’s society! It also isn’t 
something we talk about much as Christians, after we come to know Jesus. We prefer to 
celebrate Easter Sunday rather than the Friday Jesus died. We don’t really like to 
remember (for too long) that our sin is the reason for the cross, the reason we need Jesus 
so desperately.!!!
- What do you understand the biblical 

use of the word ‘sin’ to mean? !
- How would you describe ‘sin’ to a 

person who doesn’t believe in God?!
- How could you describe sin to a person 

who believes that everyone should just 
do what makes them happy?!

- Why do you think it is not a term that 
people like to think about?!

- Do we need to talk about it more at 
church than we do?!

- Why does sin entangle us and stop us 
from doing God’s will?!!!!!



Read Ephesians 5:1-20!!
This passage of scripture challenges us to consider our sinful nature … and it is good to 
regularly consider the wrong in our lives and come before God in repentance for:!!
- sins we commit by choosing to do wrong!
- sins we commit from not doing something we should!
- the sin of placing something in place of God in our life!
- can you think of any other type of sin?!
- How regularly do you contemplate your sins - specifically, not just generally - and repent 

of them? Is is something we need to do more often?!!
But it is also extremely easy to make excuses for our attitudes and our behaviour and 
pretend to ourselves that it is justified …This is why Paul tells us to “Follow God’s 
example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God. “ (Romans 3: 1-2)!
Isn’t it wonderful to know this amazing God who loved us so much that He sacrificed all to 
welcome us home? That He wants to forgive us for the wrong that we do, that He will 
welcome us like the prodigal son when we turn back to Him?!!
Romans 3: 23” …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood – to be received by faith.”(NIV) What an amazing and loving God we serve!!!!!!

If you have some 
extra time you could 
discuss the quote 
here by Barbara 
Taylor.!!!!!!!!!!!!

Our prayer focus for this week is the elders. This week we will elect elders at our AGM, so 
please pray for wisdom and for the new team that they would be faithful -  firstly to the Lord 
and in serving the AFC family.!!
Please continue to feed back what you feel that God is saying to the elders …  Penny


