
Home Study Notes 06/03/2022 !
Stepping out in Faith  -  Joseph: Faith and Wisdom !

- Think back to when you were 17 years old … where were you living? What were you studying/
working at? Had you travelled out of the country you were born in? !

Read Genesis 37: 2-8; 17-28 !
- Why do you think Joseph told his family about his dreams? 
- Do you think it was a wise thing to do? !
Joseph was a much longed for and loved child - born to an elderly Father and a long time barren 
mother. Before the age of 18 Joseph had moved country as a child, lost his mother and been 
seriously bullied by his 10 big brothers. They hated him so much that they plotted to kill him, but 
instead they sold him to slave traders travelling to yet another 
country, where he became a slave to an important official. He 
must have felt so out of control of his own life. !
- Have you ever had a time when you felt out of control of your 

own life? 
- What helped you get through this time? !
It was nearly 25 years from the time of Joseph’s dreams (Gen 
37) and being sold into slavery, to when the dreams were 
fulfilled - when his brothers came to Egypt in search of food 
(Gen 41). !
During those 25 years Joseph was a lonely slave in a foreign 
land, working his way up till he was running Potiphar’s 
household, he was falsely accused of sexual assault and thrown into prison for many years. While 
in prison he continued to work until he was called before Pharaoh because of his ability to interpret 
dreams. He then become 2nd in command of the entire kingdom of Egypt, preparing for the 7 
years of famine that God had declared. By the time Joseph’s brothers appear in Egypt, he had 
been running the country for 10 years! !
It couldn’t have been easy for Joseph, coming from a family living in tents to working in a palace, 
going from beloved, spoiled son to a slave in minutes, from being one of a large family to being 
totally alone in a foreign land, not speaking the language, not knowing the customs or religion of 
the Egyptians.  
  
- What to you think kept Joseph going when times were tough? 
  
The account of Joseph shows that God was with him - Joseph attributes his success to God’s 
blessing and acknowledges that it is God who can interpret dreams, not him. It must have been 
difficult in a country of people who did not know God to be so determined to serve his God. He 
openly talks of God and obviously has a deep relationship with God. !
Joseph was wise because he had faith in God and God’s plan before he saw God’s plan 
come about. 



1. Joseph serves God were he is placed in 
slavery: James 3:13 says: ”Who is wise and 
understanding among you? Let them show it 
by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom.“  
With all the evil done to him, it might have been 
easy for Joseph to think that he was not in any 
plan of God, but he had the faith and wisdom to 
keep honouring God - in spite of the ungodly and 
unfair treatment he was shown by many people. !
-Have you ever been in a similar situation where 
God has brought good out of it - in spite of the 
negativity of other people? 
-How might this view change a situation you have 
been in or are in right now? !

2. Joseph accepts the position he is given in freedom: 
Genesis 41: 39-40: Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to 
you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you.  You shall be in charge of my palace, 
and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be 
greater than you. !
How scary to go from being in prison for about 5 years to being in such a powerful position! Surely 
he could have asked for his freedom and returned home instead? !
3. Joseph recognises that he is part of God’s plan for his family - Read Genesis 50: 15-26  
He saw the big picture - he knew the promises that God had made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and he saw that he was part of the plan - he recognised that God had brought ‘salvation’ to his 
family through the evil that was done to him. That God was working out a plan in spite of the sins 
of others. Joseph was wise and had faith in God and God’s plan before he saw God’s plan come 
about. !
Joseph had faith to believe that God would fulfil the promises He made to his ancestors- even 
asking for his bones to be taken to the promised land when they returned.  !
- Have you ever been in a situation where you just know that God had placed you there for a 

purpose? Maybe you should ask God to reveal a time to you - I’m sure that God has used each 
one of us many times! 

- Is there somebody that you need to thank for being obedient to God in doing something that 
impacted you? !

Prayer focus: This week we are praying for the Facilities focus Group.  
• Give praise for the work done in the Worship and Flower room, as well as the smoke curtain.  
• Thank God for the people who have been working in the building, for their willingness to work 

with us and listen to what needed doing and being flexible when necessary.  
• Pray for Tom as he re-installs the AV system and tries to help with the acoustics. 
• Pray for the ongoing work at the manse, giving thanks for the willingness of people to clear the 

garden so efficiently. !
Pray for each other to recognise that God has a plan and purpose for each one of us … both 
individually and as a church family … and for the faith to step out into HIS purpose… Blessings!


