
Home Study notes 6/02/22!
Stepping out in Faith!

Abraham - doing things God’s way!!
Waiting for things can be hard … can you think of a time when you had to wait a while for 
something to happen that took way longer than you thought it should?!!
Abram was 75 when God promised him a land and descendants (Genesis 12). Abram lived in the 
land that God promised him for some time, but he never possessed the land - that only happened 
hundreds of years later. His son, Isaac, wasn’t born until 25 years after that promise was made. 
His wife, Sarai, had never been able to have children, so this was not an easy promise for them to 
envisage. !!
Genesis 15: 2-6!
We are told that Abram believed God and “it was credited to him as righteous”. In Romans 4 Paul 
explains that it was nothing that Abram did, it was not his due, but rather his trust and belief in God 
to fulfil His promise, that God saw and credited as righteous. In the same way our salvation is 
based on Christ’s sacrifice, not on any good works. What is important is our faith in almightily God.!!
God’s promise !
Can you remember/find some promises that God has made to us in the Bible?!!
Aside from these biblical promises, some of us may have had a word from God and be holding on 
to it. Some of us may have had a promise fulfilled, others of us are still waiting or may not have 
heard a promise from God yet, and others of us may not be sure that we could even recognise 
God’s voice when He does speak to us.!!
- Do you think that God speaks directly to people and makes individual promises to them?!
- Has God ever promised you anything?!
- How did you know that it was really a promise from God? !
- How long did the fulfilment take to come about (if it has)?!!
If you do believe that God has promised you something (or given you a vision or dream), I would 
suggest that you hold on to that promise, but remember that we are sinful, self-centred humans 
and we need to be careful with these promises. We also need to be careful that we don’t 
mistakenly consider our exceptions of God, or our hopes and dreams, to be promises from God.!!
Our response!
In Genesis 16: 1-4, 15, 16 we read of how,  nearly 15 years later, Sarai and Abram decide to take 
matters into their own hands. When human wisdom 
or human desire takes over, we focus on fulfilling the 
promise in our own strength, with our own ideas. !!
- What were the consequences of Abram and 

Sarai’s decision - to themselves and Hagar and 
Ishmael?!

- Can you think of other biblical examples like this?!!
In our humanness, we can end up focussing on the 
promise rather that the One who promised.!!
If we focus only on the fulfilment of the promise, we 
start adding our expectations and could start putting 



parameters around it or adding to what God has told us.  If God 
hasn’t given us a time limit, then we need to be careful not to put 
one on Him. If we hold on to a promise too tightly we risk putting 
that promise before our relationship with God. !!
I think that focussing on what we want (the promise),  can cause us 
to get impatient, or even angry, and stop us from learning the 
lessons we need to learn along the way. Instead of getting 
impatient we should be asking God what he is teaching us through 
the delay.!!
- Has this ever happened to you?!!
I like to think of God’s promises as a rope to help us move up the 
stairs in faith … but we need to keep our eyes on God, moving 
towards Him, and not tie a knot in the rope and just stand still 
waiting.!!
God’s fulfilment!
God’s promise, God’s timing, God’s way! !
Genesis 17: 1-5, 15-19!
Both Abram and Sarai laughed when God told them they would 
have a child together - physically they thought they were past that 
stage of life.!!
Hebrews 11:11-12!
Both Abraham and Sarah were commended for their faith in spite 
of their human attempts to fulfil God’s promise themselves. If we 
read more of their story in Genesis we often learn of God and 
Abraham speaking together, of Abraham building memorials and 
worshipping God at certain times.!!
Focussing only on the fulfilment of the promise keeps our eyes on what we want to happen. 
Keeping our focus on God means putting our awesome God in His rightful place and recognising 
His sovereignty in all things, and also His omnipotence to actually bring them to fulfilment in 
incredible ways!!

!!
Father God, thank you for your promises. Please 
help us to hold on to them in such a way that they 
help us draw closer to you. Forgive us for our 
impatience and anger when things don’t go as we 
would like. Thank you for the many times that you 
answer our prayers and thank you for what you are 
teaching us while we wait for others to be fulfilled. 
Amen!!!

This week’s prayer focus is the Pastoral Focus group. Please continue to pray for those on the 
newsletter prayer list and those we know individually. Pray also for the team who lead and 
organise the practical pastoral work at AFC.!
Please feed back to the elders anything that you feel God is saying to us at AFC, or any concerns 
or ideas. 


