
Home Group Notes for 20 February 2022 
Abraham sacrificing all for God 

 
 

Readings: Genesis 22:1 – 18 
                   Hebrews 11:17 - 19 
 
Life hadn’t been easy for Abraham. Even before we pick up the story, he has already left his 
homeland, lost a brother and taken on responsibility for his nephew Lot, and he is dealing with the 
disappointment of having no child of his own. 
 

➢ Life throws many challenges and disappointments at us. How do you respond and deal with 
these? 

 
God then tells Abraham (or Abram as he still is then) to move again, leave his family, and settle in a 
foreign country where he will never belong. God also promises him, his long desired heir, but he has 
to wait many years for this to happen. Yet Abraham is a man of great faith and obedience, and he 
does this, and God responds with the miraculous birth of Isaac. 
 

➢ How do you think Abraham and Sarah would have felt when their long awaited baby finally 
arrived? 

➢ What hopes, ambitions and expectations do you think they would have had for Isaac? 
 
In Genesis 22, it says that some time later God spoke to Abraham again and told him that he must 
give up his precious son and sacrifice him. God knew exactly how Abraham felt about Isaac, He 
refers to him as ‘your only son, the one you love’, and yet He still asks Abraham to sacrifice him. 
 
Abraham’s response is to get up the next day and begin making preparations. He gets ready and he 
goes, he doesn’t try to argue with God, or bargain, and he doesn’t refuse. 
  

➢ Has the Lord ever asked you to sacrifice something? 
What was your response? How easy or challenging did you find it? Is it perhaps something 
you are still working through?  

 
Abraham responds with incredible faith and obedience. In The Truth New Testament by Colin 
Urquhart, Hebrews 11 reads like this: 
“You can see Abraham’s faith in the way he thought. He reckoned that God must raise Isaac from the 
dead in order to fulfil His promises. In a manner of speaking this is really what happened, for 
Abraham was fully prepared to kill Isaac in obedience. So he received Isaac back from being as good 
as dead!” 
 

➢ How does your own faith affect the way you think and react to situations? 
 
Abraham’s sacrifice was in response to his faith and obedience, and future generations (including us) 
have been able to benefit because of it. When we are asked to make a sacrifice God will always bless 
it. He gives in return, even if we can’t see it at the time. 
 

➢ Have you (or maybe someone you know) been in the situation where you’ve made a sacrifice 
but not seen the Lord’s response until a long time later? 

 



God didn’t require Isaac’s life as a sacrifice. He made provision through a ram. In contrast He did not 
spare His own beloved and only Son. We read this account as a retrospective, and we have the 
benefit of New Testament understanding and the knowledge of Jesus resurrection, which is 
something Abraham did not have. 
 
John 1:1 tells us that the Word was with God, and the Word was God. At the creation of the world, 
the plan was already in place for its redemption, we see a hint of that as we read the story of 
Abraham and Isaac. As He was creating man, so Jesus sacrifice and resurrection were set in motion. 
At the cross we see the searing pain and loss in the separation of the Father and Son bound together 
through eternity and torn apart by our sin. That sacrifice was built into the creation plan so we could 
be redeemed. 
 

➢ Spend a few moments reflecting on this and share any insights you have. 
➢ Spend some time in thanksgiving. 

 
We have a saviour who has felt everything that we have felt, and more. He knows and understands 
everything we experience. Yet He is gentle. His word tells us to take His yoke, for His yoke is easy’. 
 
But even these words evoke sacrifice – giving up our independence and surrendering to Jesus 
authority. Sacrifice doesn’t sit easily with us; it’s difficult and painful, even though we know there’s a 
blessing, and that we’ll receive from the Lord in return. If we’re serious about our faith this isn’t 
something we can ignore. 
 

➢ Are you being called or challenged to make a sacrifice? It might be your time, money, skills, a 
lifestyle change. Maybe it’s a challenge to let go of your dreams and plans. Maybe it’s a 
challenge to move out of your comfort zone, to step out in faith, to do or be something 
different. 

➢ How does this challenge make you feel? 
 
Be encouraged, we have a loving Father who wants good for us. Jesus promise His yoke is easy, and 
He is constantly with us. When we do make a sacrifice, we will receive His blessing, and He will 
always give in return. 
. 
 
The prayer focus for this week is the AFCC liaison focus group – please pray as you believe the Lord 
is directing you. 
 
Please also continue to pray for our elders.  


