
Home Bible Study – Abraham, obedience to a call from God. 

Hebrews 11: 8-10 “8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive 
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.” 

 

 
Please read Genesis 12: 1-5 
 
Dictionary meaning of obedience: 
compliance with an order, request, or 
law or submission to another's 
authority. 
 
Biblically it is responding totally to 
God’s commands, acts and 
promises, which is as a result of love 
and gratitude to God. 

 
 
 What are some of the 
characteristics / attitude of 
Abraham to obey God in the way 
he did? 
 
 Why is Abraham’s obedience 
such a significant lesson? 

 
Obedience demonstrates our faith 
and trust in God. Obedience is the 
sure and promised way for unlocking 
blessings for our lives. For us to be 
able to fully obey, we need to read 
His word and ask God to empower us 
with His Holy Spirit so that our life 
brings glory to Him. 

 
 

1. Abraham heard and responded to God’s call. 
We are not sure how God spoke to Abraham but if we compare the above Hebrews reading 
and the Genesis reading, it is clear that God definitely spoke to Abraham. Abraham’s 
obedience was prompt. Sometimes we can’t explain “how” God speaks to us but like 
Abraham, we need to be ready to hear from God and act. 
 

2. Abraham got “doing”. 
In Genesis 12:4 we are told that when God spoke to him, ‘Abraham left as the Lord had 
told him.’ Abraham got doing as the Lord commanded. Hebrews 11:8 “Abraham obeyed 
and went”. By no means was it easy. With the packing up of all his goods, saying goodbye 
to all his friends and moving out to do God’s will!  
James 2:17 “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
 

 Sometimes our obedience to God looks strange /crazy to others. Any experience 
of that? 
 



3. Abraham took one step at a time. 
If we continue reading in Genesis 12: 4-9 it shows us that Abraham kept taking steps of 
faith in obeying the Lord.  
 
In verse 4 “Abraham went…”   “set out…”  
Verse 5 “They set out…” 
Verse 6 “Abraham travelled through…” 
Verse 7 “Abraham built an alter…” 
Verse 8 “From there he went on….” 
Verse 9 “Abraham set out and continued…” 

 
God’s desire is that we have faith throughout 
every part of our lives. He wants us to trust Him, 
not only for spiritual but also for worldly needs. 
Look up and compare Matthew 7:11 and Luke 
11:13. 

 
4. Abraham is rewarded for his obedience to God 
 

By hearing God’s voice and doing His will, Abraham produced something for the glory of 
God and for the blessing of millions. We learn that God wonderfully multiplies our simple 
acts of faith and obedience. God promised Abraham a new land, that He would make of 
him a great nation, that He would bless those who bless Abraham and curse those who 
curse him and God would make Abraham a blessing to all mankind. 
 

And there’s one more thing that often accompanies obedience, a reward that 
money can’t buy. It’s peace. Beautiful, wonderful inner peace. 

 
 Why is being obedient to God so difficult at times? 
 What hinders us from being obedient to God’s call? 
 In what areas of your life do you think God is calling you to be obedient? 
 
A quote by Elisabeth Elliot: 
“God is God. Because He is God, He is worthy 
of my trust and obedience. I will find rest nowhere 
but, in His holy will that is unspeakably beyond 
my largest notions of what He is up to”. 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord we pray that we may have grace to hear 
Your voice and to always do Your will, as 
Abraham, one step at a time. Lord, please guide 
us when those closest to us think our actions are 
strange. Lord, with the Holy Spirit’s help please 
let us believe that You will make our obedience 
productive and to Your glory. Amen 
 
Please continue to pray for the elders and this week’s prayer focus is finance. Please pray for 
Shirley and AFC finances. 
 
Parts of these notes were taken from: Life application study Bible 
       Biblegateway.com 
       Wordsoflife.co.uk 
       Kristiwoods.net 


