
Home Group Notes for 9 January 2022 
Giving our gifts as worship 

 
 

‘Stepping Out in Faith’ is our theme for the next few weeks. It’s been inspired by our recent prayer 
days, and is based on Hebrews 11 and 12. 
 
“God took ordinary people with ordinary gifts, honed them and used them for His glory. Their steps 
of faith caused His purposes to happen.”  (quote courtesy of MDM sub group)  
 
This week we are looking at Abel. We are also celebrating Epiphany and taking a look back to this 
time last year and our study of Nehemiah. These three weave together like a rich tapestry. They 
teach us about worship and how God wants that to be. 
 
In Nehemiah, the priests reading the law proclaimed the truth about God, about who He is, and they 
worshipped Him. 
 
Read Nehemiah 9:5-6 

➢ How does this make you feel? 
 
 
Although separated by time and culture, the magi and Abel understood this same truth and 
responded to it. 
The magi responded by seeking out a King and presenting Him with lavish gifts. Abel responded by 
sacrificing the very best of his firstborn sheep as an act of worship. He held nothing back because he 
understood that was what God desired.  Paul also illustrates this when he mentions Abel in Hebrews 
11:4. 
 
Read Matthew 2:1-12,   Genesis 4:2b – 5a 
 
What does this mean for us? The magi and Abel together, show us that it doesn’t matter who we 
are, what we have or don’t have. What the Lord wants and what pleases Him, is worship from the 
heart, the gift of the best of ourselves. Who and what we are, what we have, our skills and our 
talents – that is our gift; our worship. 
 
For us to be able to do this we need to be in a place where we understand those words in Nehemiah 
for ourselves, where we believe in our hearts that He is our Lord and Saviour, that this is personal! 
 

➢ How can we be inspired, or inspire others, with the desire to know Jesus more closely and 
more deeply? 

➢ How can we encourage othesr, and help one another to grow in our understanding? 
 
At this point I shared a testimony of my own.  

➢ Take some time to share your own testimonies as a way to encourage and support each 
other in your small group, and to maybe ignite a desire in others for the same thing that 
you’ve had. You might want to share any Jesus encounters you have had, or ‘epiphany’ 
moments of sudden realisation. 

 
Once we’ve had an encounter with Jesus, it leaves us wanting more. We want that closer and deeper 
relationship. It becomes easier to recognise His voice, and we start to see more of His word in action. 
That in turn boosts our own faith and encourages us. He becomes greater and we become less. 



 
Unlike Abel and the Magi, we can have the Lord with us constantly. He has given us the gift of His 
sacrifice for us, and the opportunity of a living and growing relationship with Him, a relationship that 
He is longing to have with each of us. 
 
But this is not something that just happens. We have to respond, we need to make that choice. We 
have to take a step out in faith. This can be scary, liberating, challenging, exciting, energising, and/or 
so many other things. 
 
Take a moment to consider your own response. 

➢ Do you want to respond? 
➢ Maybe if you aren’t ready yet and perhaps your desire is to want to make a response 
➢ Maybe you are ready to respond now 
➢ Perhaps stepping out takes the form of a more disciplined search for your own encounter 

with Jesus. 
 
You might want to share this with others in your small group, or it may be something you prefer to 
keep to yourself. 
 
However, or whenever you take that step, you can be sure that the Lord is waiting to take your hand 
and lead you on. 
 
 
Each week the members of our small groups are being asked to include a prayer focus for the 
week as part of our individual prayer time. 
 
The prayer focus for this week is the MDM focus group – please pray for guidance, protection and 
as you believe the Lord is directing you. 
 
Please also continue to pray for our elders.  


