
Small Group Bible Study Notes for WB 23rd January 2022 
 

Before you begin, please spend a few minutes to pray for the Elders.  

……………………… 

 

Hebrews 11:7        Genesis 6:5 – 7:15 

If your group is feeling particularly inclined you could read Genesis chapters 6,7 

and 8. Or, read them on your own after the meeting. 

 

We are continuing with the theme ‘Stepping Out In Faith’ and the different 

characteristics that are linked to faith. This week it’s righteousness and we’re 

looking at why Noah was singled out as displaying righteousness. 

 

• When you hear the word ‘righteous’ what thoughts come to mind? 

 

Righteousness doesn’t mean total perfection. If we read on in Genesis, we see that 

Noah certainly blew it at one point in his life but, in general, he did live a life that 

was morally right and just. He must have stood out like a sore thumb in the minds 

of the society that is described in Genesis 6. God was searching for a glimmer of 

righteousness before He destroyed the whole of creation. His eyes rested on Noah 

and his family. Because Noah’s intentions were to honour and trust God he was 

recognised by God as righteous. In that, God knew that Noah would be able and 

willing to understand what God was saying and he would do exactly what he was 

told. He would do what was right. This was the key to his success and the only way 

he and his family would survive. 

• Hebrews 7:1 says Noah was in holy fear. What do you think that means? 

• Has there ever been a time when you experienced holy fear? What did you 

need to do? 

 

Holy fear comes on us when God has revealed an awesome and dreadful truth 

which we know we can’t ignore. We can either run away or step out in faith, 

following God. 

We see God taking Noah into His confidence as He lays out the situation and what 

He intends to do about it. He begins to make it clear that Noah and his family will 

not be part of the destruction but that they will rise above it if they obey God’s 

instructions.  

• Have you ever had instructions from God about how to get through 

something? What did you do? 



• Do you have friends that you share your confidences with? Why those 

particular people and not just everyone? 

 

When God looks for righteousness in a nation, He sees how it shines in the 

darkness that is all around it. There is definitely darkness in many nations today 

including ours. Living a righteous life when all around is darkness is not easy. 

Temptations and the fear of rejection, isolation and violence are very present. This 

is when we can be secure in the fact that our righteousness is not our own but 

comes from the victory that Jesus won for us on the cross, but we still have to 

make the decision to follow where God is leading. Deciding what we think is right 

and expecting God to make it work for us is not righteousness. It is arrogance. He 

goes first and we follow. That’s righteousness.  

• Discuss in your group any areas in church life where this is needed at the 

moment. Where do we need God’s instructions to walk in righteousness and 

faith as His church? 

• How does this concept of walking in faith and in God’s righteousness 

translate into the wider national issues? 

 

Jesus bids us shine like a pure, clear light 

Like a mighty beacon blazing in the night. 

In this world of darkness, we must shine 

Not with our small flicker  

but God’s amazing might. 

 

 


