
Home Group Notes for 5th December 2021 
Here comes the King of Life 

 
Readings: Genesis 2:7, John 1:1-4, Luke 1:26-33, Matthew 2:1-6, Luke 2:4-7, John 14:6, Revelation 22:1-5 
 
The theme for the Advent talks this year is ‘here comes the King’ and the subject today is ‘here comes the 
King of Life’. 
 
I’m sure that today’s readings are very familiar to you. As these notes are entitled ‘Here comes the King of 
Life’, it may be reasonable to suppose that we are talking about the King of Life coming with the birth of 
Jesus. However, I want to examine how the King of Life is present throughout the Bible. 
 
Let us consider the Genesis reading ‘The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living being.’ Genesis 1 verse 30 tells us 
that every creature has the breath of life in it. Therefore, the Bible makes it clear that it was God who gave 
the life to every living thing on Earth. 
 

• Do you believe that every living thing has the breath of life from God or do you think that some 
things are not included? 

 
John 1 verses 1 to 4 talks of the Word which was with God and was God in the beginning. I don’t think that 
there is any debate that the Word John was referring to is the part of God that became incarnate and was 
born to the Virgin Mary as the baby Jesus who was the Christ, the Anointed One and the Messiah. John 
tells us that through the Word all things were made and in him was life which was the light of men. 
 

• Do you struggle to equate the Word with the baby Jesus or the man who died on the cross? 
 
Luke 1 verses 26 to 33 describe the visit of the angel Gabriel to Nazareth where he foretells the birth of 
Jesus to Mary. Gabriel tells Mary that her son will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
Matthew 2 verses 1 to 6 talk of the Magi and their quest to find the One who has been born King of the 
Jews. Both of these readings make it clear that Jesus was born to be a king. 
 

• You have probably discussed or thought about this before and, of course, we know the full story 
but consider again the feelings of Mary at this news and the full implications of it. 

 
As we know the story of Jesus’ birth and life, it may seem strange to us that the Magi enquired for 
information about him from King Herod. Even though we know how evil Herod was, the Magi probably did 
not and, no doubt, thought it natural to seek a new born king at the palace. In fact, Herod was able to 
direct them to Bethlehem so perhaps even this was a part of God’s plan. 
 

• Do you think that the Magi were unwise to go the Herod and, if so, what would you have done in 
their place? 

 
Whatever the Magi may have expected, Luke 2 verses 4 to 7 describe how Jesus’ birth was unlike that of 
other kings. This is because Jesus is a different sort of king. In John 14 verse 6 Jesus himself tells us that he 
is the way and the truth and the life – a very different king indeed. 
 

• Spend a little time thanking God for the very different sort of king that Jesus was. 
 
Let us fast forward to the end of time as described by John in the Book of Revelation. The very last chapter 
of the Bible, Revelation 22 verses 1 to 5, describe the River of Life flowing from the throne of God and the 
Lamb. The Lamb, in case you have any doubt, is Jesus. 



 
So there we have it, He is a king and the giver of life. He was the Word in the beginning, became the God-
man Jesus and will be the Lamb at the end. Here comes the King of Life? Perhaps as the man Jesus, born in 
a stable and who died as the ultimate sacrifice. But as the Word and the Lamb he was in the beginning, is 
now and will be forever. 
 

• Advent is a very special time of year. Sometimes, even as Christians, the ‘business/busyness’ of 
Christmas can divert us. Spend time thinking about the meaning of Advent and the best way to 
utilise it for our individual growth as Christians. 


