
Home Study notes 21st November 2021 
Seeking God and His kingdom  

The church’s response to bring justice and mercy !
• What do the words ‘justice’ and ‘mercy’ mean to you? 
• Can you tell of a time when somebody was merciful to you? !

Read Romans 3:20 -24 !
God has put a justice system in place that underpins the whole of His creation. His commandments, ‘The 
Law’ shows what is necessary to keep His creation from disintegrating or being cut off from Him. That 
is why, in the Old Testament days, He gave instructions for a structure of offerings to ‘pay the price’ for 
breaking His laws … so that justice was done and wrongs were made right. Justice is about maintaining 
the equilibrium of the Law. !
Although God desires that justice is maintained, He is also full of amazing mercy. Although He 
instigated the system of guilt offerings in the Old Testament, He knew we would not be able to keep it 
up. Because of the pride and independence of mankind He needed to prove to us that we couldn’t put 
things right on our own. So right from the beginning He planned that Jesus’ death would be the price to 
pay for all that breaking of His Law … not just once for each transgression, but once for all. Through 
faith in Jesus’ death, we can appropriate that payment on behalf of ourselves and remain in relationship 
with Him. Justice is about maintaining the equilibrium of the law and mercy is about people. !

• Have you ever really got emotional about 
your own sin? 

• How does it feel to be on the receiving end 
of God’s mercy?  

• Are you living in the freedom of His mercy? !
Seeking God brings us closer to understanding the 
need for maintaining His justice and receiving and 
showing His mercy. God’s mercy is not just for 
ourselves - we are called to spread it through the 
world like light into the darkness. !

• How would you explain God’s mercy to 
someone? 

• How could you show God’s mercy to 
someone? !!

Discuss the statement made by Richard Rohr in the box above. !!!



Read Micah 6: 6-8 !
Even in the Old Testament it wasn’t all about the sacrifices people made in the temple. God looked into 
each heart and at what people did. His desire is for us to have a relationship with Him and to make an 
impact for Him on our family, our neighbours, our community and our nation, our world. God’s mercy 
IS personal, but it is ALSO corporate - His mercy is to all nations, all people, the good, the bad and the 
really bad … He died for EVERYONE. Seeking God is a personal decision, but seeking God should also 
move us into seeking His kingdom on earth - showing the mercy that we have received for Him, to 
others. !
If we truly believe that God is worth seeking, then our lives will never be the same. As we seek God He 
will change us to be more like He is - we will start to see things from His perspective and start to 
understand His heart for all people.  !

I have not been able to find the author of this quote 
but it is very thought provoking. !
• Do you agree with it? 
• How do you think that God might be calling us to do 
‘good’? !
Spend some time praying for each other and also 
ask God to show you His heart, and how you can 
show His love, His mercy and His justice in our 
community. !
God bless you this week with His mercy. !
Please feed back to the elders anything that you 
believe God may be saying to you. Including about 
where and how we can show love and mercy in our 
community.


