
Notes for Small Groups WB, 31st October 2021 

Seeking God …. Response through our lifestyle. 

• What makes you feel safe? 

• Can you make a list of the kind of things that make someone vulnerable? 

• How do you ensure that those in your care are in a safe environment? 

• Have you noticed anything we have introduced into our church 

environment to ensure greater safety for all who use the building? 

 

Proverbs 31:8 Matthew 18 v3-5. 

For some people, there can be a feeling that 

safeguarding rules and guidelines restrict or distract us 

from our true calling to communicate the Gospel.  Some may feel that it hinders 

rather than helps the work God calls us to do. So where does safeguarding come 

from? The word ‘safeguarding’ itself does not appear in the Bible. However, 

throughout its pages we’re given hundreds of examples of God’s heart for 

vulnerable people, and the expectations he places upon communities and 

societies in how we should respond to, and treat those that fall within that 

category. 

• We all have some form of vulnerability in our lives. How has God 

protected you? 

There are many verses, passages, and themes that leave us in doubt as to God’s 

thoughts and feelings on the subject.  One verse that sums this up for us clearly 

is Proverbs 31:8 that encourages us to 'speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and 

for the rights of all who are vulnerable'. (CEB version).  There is a clear 

expectation that there are certain rights to which all of us are entitled, including 

those who are vulnerable, those of security and protection from harm, and that 

where power and authority is abused, we are all called to speak out, and to 

ensure a voice is given to those who are silenced. God’s love is an overarching 

theme throughout the Bible and this is where a theology of safeguarding begins. 



• As representatives of God’s Kingdom, we have a duty to speak up but 

there is a way which Jesus would speak and a way which might bring 

shame on Him. Can we see which is which?  

• Can you remember times when Jesus spoke up for those in the minority 

or on the edges of society? 

Some of the most direct and challenging references to the safeguarding of 

children in the Bible are in the interaction between Jesus and his disciples 

concerning the Kingdom of God. In Matthew 18:3-5, Jesus warns of the dangers 

of “causing one of these little ones who believe in 

me to sin”.   By using the term “Little ones”, Jesus 

may not just mean children, but all who are 

vulnerable, and it is significant that here Jesus uses 

violent language when talking about the 

consequences on those that seek to do them 

harm.  Jesus clearly cannot abide such behaviour. 

Jesus taught that what we do when nobody is looking is as important to God as 

what we do when people are looking. We are called to care and be merciful in 

all our dealings, but especially with those that may need extra care or 

protection. As Christians, we are motivated by more than a just moral or social 

conscience, but by a desire to demonstrate God’s heart and care for people who 

are vulnerable and oppressed. Rather than being an add on to the gospel, 

protecting vulnerable people, is central to it.  However, what we also see in the 

Bible, is that safeguarding is not always culturally popular. Jesus’ heart is 

always to care and speak truth, but the pursuit of the wellbeing of others, 

particular those in vulnerable positions in society, such as children, often costs, 

and is not always an easy route.  But it is a pursuit that bears much fruit.  

• Thinking of just a few areas of vulnerability from the list below, how 

might we as individuals on a Sunday morning engage in safeguarding 

while conserving dignity and freedom to be the person God has purposed 

them to be. 

       Wheelchair users, dementia sufferers, children, teenagers, elderly infirm, 

those with respiratory problems, those with severe allergies, those with forms of 

autism, someone who seems shy or unusually nervous……….   


