
Home Bible Study – God, loving and giving 

  
 
Psalm 145: 8 
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
rich in love. 

 

 
 
 

 
 What do you think of when you hear the word “love”? 

 
Let’s see what the bible says about God’s character.  
 
Please read 1 John 4: 7-21 
 
Everyone believes that love is important but love is usually thought of as a feeling. Love is a 
choice and an action. God is the source of our love. He loved us enough to sacrifice his Son for 
us. Jesus is our example of what it is to love. Everything Jesus did in life and death was supremely 
loving.  
 
As you read in 1 John 4: 8 and 16, “God is love”. Not, “Love is God”. Our world, with its shallow 
and selfish view of love, has turned these words around and contaminated our understanding of 
love. The world thinks that love is what makes a person feel good and that it is all right to sacrifice 
moral principles and others’ rights in order to obtain such “love”. But that isn’t real love. Real 
love is like God, who is holy, just and perfect.  
 
God’s love is the source of all human love and it spreads like fire. In loving his children, God 
kindles a flame in their hearts. In turn, they love others, who are warmed by God’s love through 
them. 
 

 If no-one has ever seen God, how can we ever know Him? 
 
If we believe that what John says “God is love” then when we read 1 Corinthians 13:4 -7 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonour 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 
 
Then we are saying; God is patient. God is kind. God does not envy. God does not boast, He is not 
proud. God does not dishonour others. God is not self-seeking. God is not easily angered. God keeps 
no record of wrongs. God does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. God always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 

 Is there a time when you strongly felt God’s love? 
 

The greatest demonstration of God’s love was the gift of His only Son.  

(John 3:16, 1 John 3:16, 1 John 4:10, Romans 5:8) 

God did not send Christ as a reward to the obedient, but rather as a ransom for the defiant.  We see 

Jesus display his love throughout His life and ministry.  He healed the sick without requirement of 



gratitude.  He displayed humility even though He was King of Kings.  Even while on the cross, Jesus 

prayed for the forgiveness of the ones who placed Him there. 

 
It is easy to say we love God when that love doesn’t cost us anything more than a weekly 
attendance at church. But the real test of our love for God is how we treat the people right in 
front of us – our family members and fellow believers. We cannot truly love God while neglecting 
to love those who are created in his image. 
 

 Can you share a time when you needed God’s help to show His love to someone who 
hurt you? 

 What helped you overcome that difficult / fearful feeling? 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to 
the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 
Paul gave evidence of the Corinthians’ lack of love in the utilisation of spiritual gifts. Love is more 
important than all the spiritual gifts exercised in the church body. Great faith, acts of dedication or 
sacrifice and miracle-working power produce very little without love. Love makes our actions and gifts 
useful. Although people have different gifts, love is available to everyone. 

 
 

Let’s pray: 
(Ephesians 3:14-19) 

For this reason, I kneel before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God. Amen 

 
 
Please keep praying for the elders as well as Pete, Abi, Jethro and Sam. 
 
Suggested songs for reflection:  The Lord Is Gracious and Compassionate 
    Chris Renzema - God is Love   
 
Parts of these notes were taken from:  Life application study Bible 
     Biblestudytools.com  
      
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A+1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28667a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A+1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28669b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-zTkkKU8Yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z43jCbNrcAs

