
Home Bible Study – Unity with unbelievers 

Unity glorifies God and attracts unbelievers 

 
 

 
We know that children imitate adults, but why do they do it? This almost instinctive behaviour 
in humans serves for more than just learning: imitating creates a sense of belonging, and it helps 
humans identify themselves as part of groups.  
 
Often we hear parents say “do as I say”. But the child’s instinct is to do what their parent’s do.  
 
That is how it is for unbelievers looking in on the church. When the church is unified in gospel truth 
and humble love, it will display to unbelievers what the gospel does. 
 
Please read John 13: 1-17 
 
Jesus knew this human trait, to do as others do, so instead of just telling his disciples, He himself 
became the model servant and showed his servant attitude by washing their feet. This was a job for a 
household servant to carry out when guests arrived. But Jesus wrapped a towel around his waist, as 
the lowliest slave would do, and washed and dried his disciple’s feet. If even He, God in the flesh, is 
willing to serve, we his followers must also be servants, willing to serve in any way that glorifies God.  

 Are you willing to follow Jesus’ example of serving? Whom can you serve today? 

 What are some examples of things you have done to show others God’s love? (Often when 
we share our experiences, others learn ways in which they can serve) 

 Does all serving come with praise and gratitude?  
 Who are we actually pleasing, when we serve others? (The obvious answer may come quickly 

but that is not always the real answer) 
 
You have heard it said “actions speak louder than words”. 

 Has someone in their actions, showed you kindness / really touched you? How? 
 

Imagine being Peter and watching Jesus wash their feet. Seeing his Master behave like a slave must 
have confused Peter. He still did not understand Jesus’ teaching that to be a leader, a person must be 
a servant. This can sometimes be very uncomfortable for leaders who find it difficult to serve others. 
 

 How do you treat those who work with / under you? (They could be children, employees, 
volunteers) 
 

God is glorified when we love each other (John 13: 34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”)  
 



Jesus does not say “My people will know you are My people, if you love one another”. He says “All 
men (people) will know, which would include unbelievers. The most important example we can be of 
Jesus, is to love one another, imitating God’s love for us when He gave His only son to die for our sins. 
 
Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in action. Showing others 
Jesus’ love by helping when its not convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others’ 
welfare rather than our own, by sometimes absorbing hurts from others without complaining or 
fighting back. This kind of love is hard to do. That is why people including unbelievers notice when 
you do it and know you are empowered by a supernatural source.  
 
The opposite is, if we don’t love one another, then the world does not see Jesus. 
 
A story I found, illustrates love in action. 

St Francis of Assisi once invited an apprentice to go with him to a nearby village to preach a sermon. 
The young monk quickly agreed, seizing an opportunity to hear his teacher speak. When they arrived 
at the village, St Francis of Assisi began to visit with the people. First, he called in to see the butcher, 
then the cobbler, then a short walk to the home of a woman whose husband had died recently. After 
that, a stop at the school to chat with the teacher, and this continued all morning. 

After some time, St Francis of Assisi told his disciple it was time to return to the abbey. But the 
student didn’t understand: But we came to preach. We haven’t preached a sermon. 

Haven’t we? People have watched us, listened to us, and responded to us. Every word we have 
spoken; every deed we have done is a sermon. We have preached all morning. 

It was the same St Francis of Assisi who also wisely said, “Preach without ceasing. If you must, use 
words.” 

The key to unity is humility created in each one of us by the Holy Spirit. As we become foot-washing 
servants to one another, unity flourishes and then the world will really see Jesus through us.  If we 
truly love each other with humble hearts, it will not be a performance or an effort. Unbelievers will 
see Jesus and be attracted to Him.  
 
 

Lets pray: 
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for Your example of the perfect servant. Help us have humble hearts to 
truly love each other in words and actions with the help of the Holy Spirit. We want to glorify You and 
in turn show others Your love. Please open our eyes and ears to opportunities to serve like Jesus did. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 

 
Please keep Pete, Abi, Jethro and Sam in your prayers, as well as the elders. 
 
Suggested songs for reflection:  Matthew West - Forgiveness (Lyrics) - YouTube 
     Holy Spirit - Bryan & Katie Torwalt w/ Lyrics - YouTube  
 
Parts of these notes were taken from:  Life application study Bible 
     Davidschrock.com 
     Qbchurch.org 
     Hope103.2.com.au 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1Lu5udXEZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jZOu7oM7KQ

