
Home study notes for personal use - 2/05/21!
Unity with our Church Family - Why we must love each other!!

Jesus speaks and prays about unity in the passages we have been reading over the last 
few weeks in John 13, 15 and 17  - unity and love are inter-woven … Unity requires love 
and love will bring about unity …!!

Why do you think love is important to having unity amongst church members?!!
Jesus is speaking to his disciples and says: “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”John 13:34!
A few things to note:
1. It’s a command, NOT a request - Jesus never said “try to be nice, try to share, do your 

best - he said - “I have a new commandment” - the 10 commandments from the Old 
Testament were the foundation of the Jewish life - they were to be kept at all cost … !

2. It is a NEW commandment - why new? This command could not have been given 
before Christ lived on earth, because it is based on the love of Christ … his example as 
seen in his life and death during his years on Earth.!

3. Love one another - love in action, not just a feeling …!
 Think about what love means - try write a description of what love looks like, or should 
look like, in a church family!

4. As I have loved you …”  This commandment is based on the example of Christ. !!
We love because he first loved us . Over the last 2 weeks we have looked at how we can 
be united with God - firstly through  Redemption - How Jesus bought us back, he claims 
us as His - He buys us back by paying the ultimate price - death on the cross, separation 
from God …!
 !
Then we looked at sanctification - the continuous work of the Holy Spirit to make us holy, 
more like Jesus - because every sin separates us from God the only way to stay in unity 
with Him is to continuously confess our sins and repent of them - Because Jesus loves 
us enough to forgive us our sins, and He loves us too much to let us continually get 
caught up in sin and its consequences … All this is done BECAUSE he loves us and 
wants the best for us, and that includes fulfilling the purpose that He has for our life.!!
We can only love because he first loved us - Until we understand God’s love for us, we 
will find it difficult to love each other, and if we can’t love each other, we cannot be truly 
united - because until we grasp how much God loves us we will seek our significance 
from others - as humans we are all wounded by the actions of others and our own actions 
- we have been hurt by others, and we have hurt ourselves and others - we all seek our 
significance and worth, our value and importance from others - when we should be 
seeking it directly from God!!!
Larry Crabb (Christian psychologist) wrote:!
“When the fact is faced that life is profoundly disappointing the only way to make it is to 
learn to love. And only those who are no longer consumed with finding satisfaction now are 
able to love. Only when we commit our yearnings for perfect joy to a Father we have 
learned to deeply trust are we free to live for others despite the reality of a perpetual ache.”     
! ! ! ! ! ! !   (Inside Out, pg 23, Navpress 1998)!



!
When we truly start to realise in our hearts and our minds how much God loves us, then 
we will be able to pass that on to others … I mentioned in the introduction to this series 
that facing the truth about ourselves is neccessary for unity with God and unity with 
others is based on facing the wonderful truth that God loves us …!!
Please read these scriptures which show how much God loves you … if 
you find it easier to listen to scripture being read, then the talk from Sunday will be 
available on the website in the next few days … !!
Psalm 139: 13- 16 NIV!
For you created my inmost being;!
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.!!
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;!
    your works are wonderful,!
    I know that full well.!!
My frame was not hidden from you!
    when I was made in the secret place,!
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.!!
Your eyes saw my unformed body;!
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book!
    before one of them came to be.!!
Ephesians 1: The Message!!
3-6 How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father of our Master, Jesus 
Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he laid down earth’s 
foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made 
whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through 
Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the 
celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son.!!
7-10 Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the altar of the 
Cross, we’re a free people—free of penalties and punishments chalked up by all our 
misdeeds. And not just barely free, either. Abundantly free! He thought of everything, 
provided for everything we could possibly need, letting us in on the plans he took such 
delight in making. He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range plan in which 
everything would be brought together and summed up in him, everything in deepest 
heaven, everything on planet earth.!!
Isaiah prophesied in chapter 53:2-8                (Good News)
 
It was the will of the Lord that his servant
    grow like a plant taking root in dry ground.
He had no dignity or beauty
    to make us take notice of him.
There was nothing attractive about him,
    nothing that would draw us to him. 



We despised him and rejected him;
    he endured suffering and pain.
No one would even look at him—
    we ignored him as if he were nothing.
“But he endured the suffering that should have been ours,
    the pain that we should have borne.
All the while we thought that his suffering
    was punishment sent by God.
But because of our sins he was wounded,
    beaten because of the evil we did.
We are healed by the punishment he suffered,
    made whole by the blows he received.
All of us were like sheep that were lost,
    each of us going his own way.
But the Lord made the punishment fall on him,
    the punishment all of us deserved.
“He was treated harshly, but endured it humbly;
    he never said a word.
Like a lamb about to be slaughtered,
like a sheep about to be sheared,
    he never said a word.
He was arrested and sentenced and led off to die,
    and no one cared about his fate.
He was put to death for the sins of our people.!
Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane:                 NIV                   Luke 22:41-44 
He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed,“Father, 
if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An 
angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, 
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the 
ground.!!
Jesus on the cross:                                         NIV                 Mark 15:33-38
 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling 
Elijah.”
Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered 
it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take 
him down,” he said.
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  And when the 
centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!”!!



Ephesians 2: 12b-13  Living Bible!
You were lost, without God, without hope.
But now you belong to Christ Jesus, and though you once were far away from God, 
now you have been brought very near to him because of what Jesus Christ has 
done for you with his blood.!
1 Peter 2: 9-10  NIV!!
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.!!
Ephesians 2: 4-9!
But God's mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so great, that while we were 
spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God's 
grace that you have been saved. 
In our union with Christ Jesus he raised us up with him to rule with him in the 
heavenly world. 
He did this to demonstrate for all time to come the extraordinary greatness of his 
grace in the love he showed us in Christ Jesus. 
For it is by God's grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result 
of your own efforts, but God's gift, so that no one can boast about it. !
Ephesians 1 the Message!!
11-12 It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long 
before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had 
designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in 
everything and everyone.!!
13-14 It’s in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this Message 
of your salvation), found yourselves home free—signed, sealed, and delivered by 
the Holy Spirit. This down payment from God is the first instalment on what’s 
coming, a reminder that we’ll get everything God has planned for us, a praising and 
glorious life.!!
Ephesians 2:19-22    Living Bible
Now you are no longer strangers to God and foreigners to heaven, but you are 
members of God’s very own family, citizens of God’s country, and you belong in 
God’s household with every other Christian.
What a foundation you stand on now: the apostles and the prophets; and the 
cornerstone of the building is Jesus Christ himself! 
We who believe are carefully joined together with Christ as parts of a beautiful, 
constantly growing temple for God.  And you also are joined with him and with 
each other by the Spirit and are part of this dwelling place of God.!!!



1 John 3 The Message!!
What marvelous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it—we’re called 
children of God! That’s who we really are. But that’s also why the world doesn’t 
recognize us or take us seriously, because it has no idea who he is or what he’s up 
to.!!
2-3 But friends, that’s exactly who we are: children of God. And that’s only the 
beginning. Who knows how we’ll end up! What we know is that when Christ is 
openly revealed, we’ll see him—and in seeing him, become like him. All of us who 
look forward to his Coming stay ready, with the glistening purity of Jesus’ life as a 
model for our own.!!
Ephesians 3 14-19        Living Translation!
Paul’s prayer for the Church in Ephesus:!!
When I think of the wisdom and scope of his plan, I fall down on my knees and pray to the 
Father of all the great family of God—some of them already in heaven and some down 
here on earth—  that out of his glorious, unlimited resources he will give you the mighty 
inner strengthening of his Holy Spirit. !
And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts, living within you as 
you trust in him. May your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love;  and 
may you be able to feel and understand, as all God’s children should, how long, how wide, 
how deep, and how high his love really is; and to experience this love for yourselves, 
though it is so great that you will never see the end of it or fully know or understand it. And 
so at last you will be filled up with God himself.!!
This is a personalised prayer based on Ephesians 3:14-19!!
When I think of the wisdom and scope of Your plan, I fall down on my 
knees and pray to you, the Father of all the great family of God—some 
of them already in heaven and some down here on earth—  that out of 
Your glorious, unlimited resources you will give me the mighty inner 
strengthening of Your Holy Spirit.!
 !
And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in my heart, living 
within me as I trust in You. May my roots go down deep into the soil of 
Your marvelous love, Jesus,  and may I be able to feel and understand, 
as all Your children should, how long, how wide, how deep, and how 
high Your love really is; and to experience this love for myself, though it 
is so great that I will never see the end of it or fully know or understand 
it. And so at last, Father God, I will be filled up with You. Amen!!
I believe it would be valuable to each of us to pray this prayer regular over ourselves and 
our families ..!!
Please continue to pray for the elders and Pete and Abi as they prepare their new 
home in Wales … 


