
Home Bible Study – Unity with God. 

Sanctification 
 

Sanctification is one of those religious sounding words that people in church use but like me, 
you may not know what it means. 
 
Sanctification or in its verb form, sanctify, means "to set apart for special use or purpose", 
that is, to make holy or sacred. Therefore, sanctification refers to the state or process of being 
set apart, i.e. "made holy", as a vessel, full of the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
Hebrews: 2:11 (ESV) “For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. 
That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers” 
 
Hebrews: 2:11 (NIV) “Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are 
of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.”  
 
We who have been set apart for God’s service, cleansed and made holy (sanctified) by Jesus, 
when He died for our sins, now have the same Father He has, so He has made us his brothers 
and sisters. This highlights unity, having the same Father, us all made holy by Jesus. 
 
When Christians use the word sanctification, they are referring to the continual work of God 
through the Holy Spirit, to make believers more like Jesus. 
 
Why is sanctification important? 
Sanctification matters because we want to be unified therefore, we need to strive to live more 
like Christ every day and remain close to God. 
 
John 15:4-5 says it clearly – “Remain in me and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 
Facts about sanctification 

• Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit 
In Galatians 5:16, 18 and 25, Paul highlights the Holy Spirit’s role with repetition of 
the phrases “live by the Spirit”, “led by the Spirit” and “keep in step with the Spirit”. He 
used the phrase “sanctified by the Holy Spirit” in Romans 15:16 and in Romans 8:13-
14 he said “For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those you are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 
 

• Sanctification involves obedience 
Hebrews 12:14 urges us to “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be 
holy without holiness no-one will see the Lord”. Christ has delivered us from sin’s 
reign, but the responsibility for resisting sin is ours. God has given us His Spirit, but 
the responsibility for walking by the Spirit is ours.  
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 reminds us to turn away from sin and turn towards God. 
 
Please read Romans 6:1-7 
 

 If God loves to forgive, why not give Him more to forgive? 
 If forgiveness is guaranteed, don’t we have the freedom to sin as much 

as we want? If not, why?  



• Sanctification is an ongoing process 
Sanctification is a continuous process whereby we grow in holiness. Paul uses the 
present tense in Galatians 5 “live”, “led by”, “keep in step” that reflects continuous, 
on-going activity. 

How to grow in sanctification 

• Reading or being taught the bible enables us to better understand who God is, what 
He has done for us and how He calls us to live. 

• Praying expresses our faith in the power of God, to accomplish what only He can do. 

• Fellowship with other believers encourages us to put our faith into practice by loving 
one another. 

• Giving of our time and money shows that we value the work of God even more than 
our own comforts. 

• Sharing the gospel with others brings us the joy of participating in God’s work of 
extending His Kingdom. 

 
 How do we measure sanctification (holiness) and what is the goal? 
 What is the primary instrument of sanctification? 
 

 
 
 
Lets pray: 
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you that it is Your act on the cross and the work of the Holy Spirit in 
us that helps us to live more like You every day. Lord, please empty us of us, so that we can 
be filled with you. Please help us keep close to You through obedience and regularly coming 
to you with hearts of repentance. Holy Spirit, help us to turn our eyes away from our own 
performance towards Jesus and to serve Him out of love and gratitude. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 
Please keep Pete, Abi, Jethro and Sam in your prayers, as well as the elders. 
 
Suggested songs for reflection:  Sanctify me by Ryan Wilkins 
     Provider by Urban Rescue     
 
Parts of these notes were taken from: Life application study Bible 
       Explore the bible.com 
       Christianity.com 

 


