
Nehemiah handles Opposition - Home Study notes 17/01/21
!
- What does the word ‘opposition’ mean?

- Have you stood in opposition against something OR had people opposing you?

- How do you know if you are facing opposition OR if you are the one in opposition?
!
Read Nehemiah 2: 1-5 & 4:1-15
!
Opposition can take many forms and Nehemiah had opposition and difficulties from many 
different perspectives:

1. Emotional - Nehemiah had an emotional reaction to the news that the walls of 

Jerusalem were still in ruins (Neh 1:4) and he was fearful of the king’s reaction (2:2). 

2. Mental - Nehemiah was from a defeated nation, had never lived in Jerusalem, worked 

in a foreign land - what could he possibly do about it? (Chapter 1 &2)

3. Practical - Nehemiah had no experience, nothing to build a wall with, not enough 

supplies to build a wall, he lived in a different country! (2:4)

4. Psychological - Threats, mocking and ridicule from fellow governors (4:1-4)

5. Physical - Threat of invasion and battle (4:7), direct threat on his life (6:2)

6. Direct enemies (4:7-8)

7. People who you think would be on their side! (4:12)
!
- Which of these do you think is the most difficult to deal with?

- Can opposition ever be good?
!
Nehemiah uses the same strategy to deal with EVERY cause of difficulty and 
opposition - PRAYER! 

His prayers take many forms and include:

- Asking forgiveness (1:417)

- Reminding God of his promises (1:8-9)

- Asking for success (1:11)

- Quick prayer (2:4)

- Prayer against the enemy (4:4-5)

- Prayer and practical (4:9)

- Proclamation (4:14)
!
Praying about opposition also ensures that we 
are standing up for God’s glory and not our own thoughts, beliefs or egos!
!
Nehemiah was not super-human, he did not stand against these situations and people 
alone.  He could face this onslaught because:

-  He knew that God had given him a task to do - and he was determined to do it!

-  He knew that God had provided him with what he needed to complete the task

-  He knew that God was with him and was directing him

-  He knew that honouring God was everything

-  He knew that he needed help from God every step of the way … 
!
Please continue to pray for each other, for Pete, Abi and the elders … 

But we prayed to our God !
and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.  Neh 4:9!

Remember the 
Lord, who is 
great and 
awesome, and 
fight… Neh 4:14


