
Nehemiah - Background to the story!!
- Have you ever felt that you needed to do something that was difficult? - maybe you were asked 
by someone or felt that God was asking you to do it.!
- How did you decide wether you were going to do it or not?  !
- Were you happy or disappointed later with your choice?!!
Nehemiah is a story of a man who felt deeply for his God and his people, a man who felt called to 
do a task that was difficult and dangerous, a task filled with opposition and which opened him to 
ridicule and mockery from others. We will be spending a few weeks studying the book of Nehemiah 
and learning from this snapshot in Israel’s history. I suggest that you take some time to read the 
book each week - It isn’t very long, and there are long lists of names, but it is a fascinating story.  
To understand it properly we need to know how it fits into history.!

Read Nehemiah 1: 1 - 11 !!
In verse 8 & 9, Nehemiah reminds God of his promise to Moses regarding the exile:!
“Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter 
you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled 
people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have 
chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’!!
The story of Israel is one of God constantly calling his people to live like they have promised.  The 
nation failed time and again, forgetting God and his commands, becoming ungodly and weak.  God 
would call them to repentance, and they would follow him for a time, then get complacent and do 
their own thing again.  Finally God allows the Babylonians to conquer them and the majority of the 
people are taken into exile in Babylon. (By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept - Psalm 
137). 70 years later, Babylon is conquered by the Persians and many of the Jewish people return 
to the land of Israel under the leadership of the priest, Zerubbabel. They rebuilt the temple and 
resettled in the land. 80 years later the prophet Ezra leads another group and he starts to teach the 
people the law of Moses.!!
- We like to think of God as our own personal friend, but God also deals with families, groups and 
nations … how do you think God looks at our nation? !
- What made Israel special to God?!!



It is now time for Nehemiah to enter the history books! It is nearly 10 years after Ezra returned to 
Israel -  news took a long time to travel in those days …  so Nehemiah is keen to hear news and 
what he hears clearly upsets him.  The city of Jerusalem has no walls yet - 90 years after the 
people had returned! A city with no walls was not a city, they had no way of protecting themselves 
and, what is possibly more importantly to Nehemiah, is that the temple is vulnerable too.  !!
Nehemiah feels compelled to do something about this and ends up returning to Jerusalem to 
rebuild the wall.  He is not a priest like Zerubbabel or a prophet like Ezra. He serves as a 
cupbearer in the court of a foreign King, an important but secular job, but one which puts him in the 
unique situation of having friends in very high places. This opens doors which would not have been 
available to a priest or prophet. We will look over the next few weeks at how Nehemiah goes about 
this job,in spite of opposition, danger, ridicule and a lack of support.!!
BUT Nehemiah inspires many people to join him in the task and the job is completed in 52 days - a 
feat which even his enemies are stunned at, and is a testimony to God’s provision and help. When 
a godly man does a task that is prompted by God and undertaken out of love for God, then much 
can be accomplished quickly!!!
2020 was very different for each of us, but very challenging in many and diverse ways. We all had 
a difficult year. It started feeling like ‘time-out’ but soon became longer and longer and it never 
seemed to end.  I would like to encourage us all by saying that 2020 was not a blip in our lives, it 
has shaped our thinking, our beliefs and narrowed our focus on what is important, and what is 
periphery to our lives. But God still wants to use us during this time and He is using this time to 
prepare us both individually and as a church family.  !!
Read Colossians 3: 12 - 17 !!
These few verses from Colossians give us a wealth of instruction of what we should be doing even 
if we feel like we can’t do anything practical.  This is a time of preparation, a time when God will be 
preparing our hearts and minds, our building and our organisation, a time for honing our skills, 
learning new ones, and learning about ourselves and each other. God will use it all.!!
- Read the verses again and prayerfully ask God to 
show you one verse or phrase that He would have 
you work on this week.  Share it with someone, 
write it down, and pray about it - be brave if God 
asks you to do something that is challenging.!!
Nehemiah’s time spent serving the King of Persia 
was not a waste of time while he waited for God to 
use him to rebuild the temple - it was a time when 
God placed him in the right place to gain access to 
the people who God would use to provide 
Nehemiah with all he needed to do the task that 
God had given him to do. Do not become 
despondent or discouraged by not being able to do 
the things you normally do to ‘serve God’ - our God 
can use us in ways we don’t expect or even 
realise.  Everything we do should be done as if we 
are doing it for God personally. Colossians 3:17 !!
Please continue to pray for Pete & Abi and the elders.!!
God bless you in all that you do, think and say … 


