
Bible Study for Small Groups WB. January 24th 2021 
Nehemiah 13:1-14       James 5:13-20 

• What have you been doing during lockdown? 

• Have you used any useful daily Bible reading programmes you could share with 

your group? 

• Have you had any new challenges lately from reading God’s word? 

Once the walls and gates of Jerusalem were finished, the people settled into life inside the 

city. The scriptures of The Law had been lost to the people s they didn’t know them until 

the were discovered once more. When this happened  Ezra the priest called all the people 

together and, as they stood, he read the Law to them ….. that’s the first five books of the 

Old Testament ……. all in one go.  

• How would you react if you were asked to 

stand and listen to a reading that went on for 

hours? What is your concentration span like? 

What they heard kept them concentrating and alert. 

We know this because it provoked an immediate 

response of repentance and a change of lifestyle. This 

was OK fore a while but then old habits returned 

and they began to slide back into old ways. When 

Nehemiah returned, he was devastated. He 

discovered that they had not put right something they did before they heard the Law. 

Although they now knew it was wrong, they ignored it. This was a sin. The righteousness 

that was established when they first heard the Law had been compromised. Where there is 

no righteousness God backs off. 

Read 2 Chronicles 7:14 

• What do you understand as ‘sin’ and ‘righteousness’? 

Read Romans 3:22-24 

Righteousness comes from faith in Jesus and the desire to obey His commands. 

Where there is this righteousness God works for the benefit of people and the glory of His 

name. 

James shows us in Chapter 5 how to press on in God’s kingdom. He is always on the move 

and we need to keep up with Him. 

During this difficult time, we have the opportunity to Reflect 

                                                                                              Refresh 

                                                                                                 Repent 

                                                                                                    Rest in God 

So that we are ready to obey Him when He calls. 

• Have you had any encouragement from God recently? 

• How do you organise your daily devotions? 

 

The story of Nehemiah in chapter 13 is not a reproach for us but a warning not to go 

down the same path …. not to slide back into old ways that are not God’s ways. 

 

We can never be perfect but we can put our faith in Jesus and allow the Holy Spirit to 

empower us to be His people in the time and place He gives us. 

God bless you. 


