
“…Who has called us Out of Darkness into His Marvellous Light.”!
Describe darkness … how do you 
‘make’ darkness? !
What emotions does ‘darkness’ 
bring to mind? !
Read 1 Peter 2: 1-10  & !
John 3: 16 - 21 !
John describes evil as darkness 
and this is a common theme in 
both the Old and New Testament. 
Darkness suggest hidden things 
or hidden dangers, the scary 
unknown, the secretive, the ‘dark 
side’ …     
Verse 20 reads “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for 
fear that their deeds will be exposed.”  !
If you have been a Christ-follower for many years, especially if you have been brought up with 
Christian morals and teachings, it is entirely possible that you are a pretty ‘good’ person! You have 
kept the 10 commandments and you try your best.  You may have seen the mess that others have 
made in their lives by not following God’s ways.  You may even feel pretty good about yourself, 
you may not be perfect, but pretty close and you don’t really have any skeletons in your closet! !
A quick glance at Peter’s letter gives some idea of what he considered right in God’s eyes:  

!
How does this list make you feel about yourself?  

have sincere love for each other rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander

abstain from sinful desires show proper respect to everyone

Submit to Authorities love the family of believers

fear God honour the emperor

Wives, … submit yourselves to your own 
husbands

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as 
you live with your wives, and treat them with 
respect. 

Be like-minded be compassionate and humble

love one another, Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult

keep their tongue from evil and their lips from 
deceitful speech.

turn from evil and do good;

seek peace and pursue it submit yourselves to your elders

clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another

Humble yourselves; cast all your anxiety on him



!
I don’t know about you, but that list makes me feel guilty … a bit more like a sinner … it makes me 
question how ‘good’ a person I really am.  If I really want to feel guilty I find reading Galatians 
5:22&23 will help:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” I don’t mind thinking about the good 
things I do and the bad things I don’t do, but I do find it hard to consider how far I fall short of the 
kind of person God calls me to be in 1 Peter 1:15: “But just as he who called you is holy, so be 
holy in all you do.” !
Darkness is the absence of all light.  Light destroys darkness, and darkness diminishes the light.  !
John 3: 21 tells us  “But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be 
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.” If we want to 
enjoy living in the full light of Christ, we need to recognise the darkness, the sin, within us and 
repent of it.  Any sin in our life will affect our relationship with God and we regularly should be 
praying as King David did in Psalm 139:23&24: “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me; and lead me in the 
way everlasting.” !
Once we face the truth of what is sinful in our lives, when we are set free from the darkness, we 
will finally see how marvellous, how bright, how awesome is God’s light - we will be free of the 
chains, free of the regret, free of the ‘sin that entangles” (Hebrews 12;2), free to finally be the 
person that God longs for us to be.  Once I am free then I will want to tell everyone of the God who 
brought me “out of the darkness into His marvellous light.” !
Can you think of a time when God set you free of something that was holding you back?   
How did it make you feel afterwards? !
It isn’t difficult to get free of many things that keep us in the dark   - sincerely pray the words of 
Psalm 139 and God will bring things to your attention.  Admit that they are wrong, ask God for 
forgiveness and to help you. Some sins may be more entangling and you may need to ask 
someone to counsel or pray with you. Start by speaking to your home group leader or another 
trusted friend. Jesus wants you to walk in His light, he died so that you could walk in His light and 
that you could share His light with others.  How great is our God! !
Please continue to pray for Pete and Abi … and for each other …. !

We pray for you 
_______________,  

that you would know that you are 
chosen and 

precious to God and that together 
we are a chosen race, a royal 

Priesthood, a Holy 
nation, a people for God's own 
possession, so that we may tell 

everybody of the 
excellencies of Him who has called 

us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. 


