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Holy Nation 

I Peter 2:1-12 

When we hear the news, look at comments on Facebook or chat with our neighbours we don’t 

appear to be very holy as a nation at the moment. In fact, we see anything but holiness. 

Everything seems to be in an unholy mess. But the good thing is that it is now so obvious we 

need to turn to God to change our situation and give us help. Verse 11 of our reading tells us that 

our existence here on planet Earth is only temporary. Our permanent home is in heaven. As 

believers and as God’s people we have a different focus. 

Verse 1 says ‘rid yourselves of everything that is not pleasing to God.’ In the natural we have 

flawed characteristics and personality issues that are not Godly so it is a good start for God’s 

people to flush out what is not pleasant and not godly. God has given us the means to do this by 

the Lord Holy Spirit. We just have to choose to do it. We are human and sometimes we fall away 

from God’s standard but we have been given the wherewithal to return to Him as holy because of 

Jesus. When we do this, it affects our whole nation.  

• What things should the church get rid of that you think are hampering a move of the Holy 

Spirit in our nation? 

• Reflect on what you might need to get rid of personally for this to happen in your life. 

If we hold on to things tightly that are not good, we limit our ability and capacity to hold on to 

the things of God. If we release the things that are unholy and not pleasing to Him, we have 

space to receive the things of the Spirit that cause us to be holy. We make way for God’s rule 

and the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

• What would you like to see God achieve in your life that you are not seeing yet? 

• What would you like to see God achieve in the church that you don’t see happening yet? 

• What would you like to see God achieve in the nation? 

Verse 2 urges us to crave spiritual food like new born babies crave their milk. When we come to 

Christ we are born afresh. Just as babies need food, love and support to flourish and grow, so we 

need spiritual food and God’s word and presence to help us to grow into our holy life. As we 

pray and discern God’s voice, we begin to yearn for His will and His direction. Then He enables 

us to contribute to the life of Christ’s church and the good of the nation. This ability comes 

through our growing relationship with God. 

• How can we help each other to hear God speaking to us? 

• Has He said anything to you lately that you have not shared with your group? If it is for 

the church as a whole and not just a personal and private thing, share it now. 



The reading talks about living stones. At the moment our church buildings stand empty for a lot 

of the time because of the pandemic situation but that does not mean that the church is not alive 

and moving on with God. As the people of God, we must be dependant on Him and not on 

material things for His work to progress.  

• What have you or your small group been involved in during these last months in response 

to God’s instruction and vision?  

• Discuss how the activities going on in the church at this time are part of our identity as a 

holy nation under God. 

Buildings are just tools that help us to move into the vision God has given us; the vision of 

growth and reaching out. We do this with Christ as our corner stone, the stone that holds the 

whole structure together. He must be in His rightful place at the pinnacle in everything we do. To 

be a holy nation we can reflect the light of Christ in our individual lives and in the work we do 

corporately as we are directed by Him and trust in Him. So, we must get rid of anything that will 

stop that light of God coming through. A holy nation starts with ‘me’. 

To sum up ……. Get rid of the rubbish 

                            Accept Christ as our cornerstone 

                            Know that God will work through us and into our nation. 

• Pray for each other that you will all hear clearly God’s encouragement and His 

instructions that will help us all to increase our identity as a Holy Nation 

• Pray for the UK that we will one day be seen as a Holy Nation. 

 


