
Home Bible Study – We are a royal Priesthood 

 
 
1 Peter 2: 9 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may  
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness  
into his wonderful light. 
 

 What do you understand the role of a priest is? How can a priest be royal? 
 

What does it mean to be a royal priesthood? 
 
In the Life Application Study Bible, it reads: 
Christians sometimes speak of “the priesthood of all believers”. In Old Testament 
times, people did not approach God directly. A priest acted as intermediary between 
God and sinful human beings. With Christ’s victory on the cross, that pattern changed. 
Now we can come directly into God’s presence without fear (Hebrews 4:16) and 
we are given the responsibility of bringing others to Him also (2 Corinthians 5:18-
21). When we are united with Christ as members of His body, we join in His priestly 
work of reconciling God and man. 
 
We are called to be a royal priesthood. We are all called. You may think it is only 
directed at the preacher but it calls all believers. Through Christ we have all received 
the blessing of direct access to the throne of God and no longer need someone to 
stand as that representative in between God and His people. 
 
What does it mean to live our lives as a royal priesthood? 
 
We have direct access to God. This is a tremendous privilege, yet it is so easy for us 
to neglect it. We can take prayer and its power for granted. When we fail to utilise this 
privilege, the consequence is spiritual decline. Bibles read without prayer, sermons 
heard without prayer, marriages contracted without prayer, the daily act of private 

prayer hurried over without heart.   
 
We have simply to look at the One who was, is and forevermore will be the High Priest 
of all high priests, Jesus Christ himself. 
 
As a royal priesthood one of our responsibilities is to declare the wonderful deeds of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light. This is not to say we all 
need to be preachers. Everyone can and should bear witness to Christ in some way, 
according to their gifts.  
 

 How can we do that for those we come into contact with? 
 
Hebrews 7:26 reads 
Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart 
from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 
 
Also read Hebrews 3:1 and Hebrews 4:14 
 



A royal priesthood – to be like Jesus, to love and serve God. 
 
Revelations 1:5-6 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and 
power for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
We are called by the High Priest, King of kings to be members of a royal priesthood, 
to live out the priestly role of Jesus in the world. 
 
How can we live the priestly role of Jesus in the world? 
 
Firstly, by knowing and accepting that you are chosen and precious to God. (Isaiah 
43:4) 
 
Secondly, love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all 
your mind. (Matthew 22:37) 
 
Thirdly, Jesus was the ultimate servant. As we look for opportunities to serve each 
other, we are acting as His hands and feet. God sees us take the dog out without a 
reminder or cook a meal for someone without waiting for a rota. It pleases God when 
we take time to help others. 
 

 Are there any changes we can make to be a better ‘royal priesthood’ in our 
personal lives and as a church in Hemel? 

 
Dear Lord, 
 
Thank you that we are all called to be a 
royal priesthood. Thank you for this 
unique privilege in Christ. Please help us 
remember the power and responsibility 
that comes with that and to be ready to 
declare the wonderful deeds of Him who 
called us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. 
 
Amen 
 

 
 
 
Suggested songs of worship: 
 

• Go light your world – Chris Rice 

• Christ in me – Jeremy Camp 

• From the inside out – For King and Country 
 
God bless you 
 
Janiel 
 


