
Living People - Introduction!!
Our next series of home study notes will be based around our current Community prayer.  Each 
week we will be examining each area of the prayer in more detail. This week, as an introduction, 
we will look at the passage of scripture the prayer is based on.!!
Think about the word ‘Church’ for a minute - does it feel like a positive or negative word to 
you? What does the word or concept of ‘church’ mean to you?!!

Read 1 Peter 2 :1-10!!
The first few verses of 1 Peter 2 talks about people who have turned from their sin and 
come to Christ. Verses 7 and 8 refer to people who believe or who have rejected Christ. 
Our community prayer is a declaration of the choice that we, as individuals, have made to 
believe in Christ as our Saviour and Lord.!!
Spend a minute remembering the first time you really understood the choice that you had 
to make: to believe or reject Christ.!!
The diagram below is a summary of the community prayer divided into 3 parts.!
!

!!
The first part is about who I am as an individual to God.  Each person makes an individual 
decision to choose Christ.  As much as it was our decision to choose God, He also chose 
us and we are precious to Him.!!
The second part is about who we are together. When a group of believers joins together 
we become the ‘Church’ - A chosen people, a royal priesthood, a Holy nation, a people 
belonging to God - God’s own possession!!
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!
But this was not just a random, meaningless act or choice on God’s side or ours - we, 
individually and together, have a purpose. Verse 9 tells us this is so that “we may tell 
everybody of the excellencies of He who has called us out of darkness into His marvellous 
light.”!!
Spend a few minutes discussing the 3 parts and how they lead on to each other.!!
The ‘Church’ is not an institution, an activity programme or a collection of meetings. The 
church is a group of living, breathing people who God has chosen to bring together for a 
purpose. When we serve this purpose then more people will come to know that they are 
chosen and precious to God and they need to make the decision to believe or reject Him.!!
Pray the words of the community prayer over each other.!!
We pray for you _______________, that you would know that you are chosen and 
precious to God and that together we are a chosen race, a royal Priesthood, a Holy nation, 
a people for God's own possession, so that we may tell everybody of the excellencies of 
Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvellous light.!!
Please continue to pray for Pete and Abi, as well as the elders.!!
God Bless,!
Penny!!


